


 PREAMBLE: “COMING OF AGE”
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“\ We are People living in the new millennium, bred in the modest comforts afforded to us by
" the technological revolution, housed now in colleges and universities, looking

| uncomfortably to the world we will inherit. When we were children we were led to believe

" that we lived in the most powerful nation on Earth, in whose society one found justice and
\ equality for all, a government of, by and for the People—these American values we found
good, principles by which we could live. Many of us matured in complacency as we
acquiesced to the values of the American Dream. As we grew, however, our comfort. was
penetrated by events too troubling and disturbing to dismiss. The Los Angeles Uprising of
1992 taught us that American society still had not yet dealt with the color line. A
collective amnesia exacerbated by a corporate owned, propaganda saturated media took

\ hold of the People of this nation; lessons of the recent past, forgotten to the pages of

history. i
**IF YOU'RE NOT CAREFUL, THE NEWSPAPERS WILL HAVE YOU
HATING THE PEOPLE WHO ARE BEING OPPRESSED, AND LOVING
THE PEOPLE WHO ARE DOING THE OPPRESSING.”
-MALCOLM X
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As we came of age at the turn of the :
twenty-first century, we came to
realize that the values we were taught
to hold dear rang hollow in the lives of
people of color and the poor throughout
this country. The attacks on the World
Trade Center on September 11, 2001
served as a reminder to our generation
that despite America’s military
prowess, it was nonetheless vulnerable;
Hurricane Katrina proved that our
political system was apathetic to the
plight of communities of color and the
poor; while the 2008 Financial Bailout
exposed where our government’s and
our elected official’s loyalties and
priorities truly were. We now live in an
\ age of militarization, surveillance and
' over policing, in an age of injustice and
unresponsiveness by a political system
we have been taught to blindly and
\ unquestionably comply with. We are a
' generation of educated debtors, faced
' with few prospects of employment and
" a bleak future not only for ourselves,
color, we are more likely to see the

- but our children as well. We are the
first generation to be less likely to \inside of a jail cell that the inside of a

'achieve the same successes as our dorm room. We young people of color
' parents; to take on a debt to better our ‘are more likely to receive a four-year
lives, only to find that the promises of prison sentence that a four-year college
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the “American Dream” were but a
hollow dream. For young people of
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| elders and our leaders

A CALL TO ACTION

We have been
consistently told by our

that if we participate in
the formal political
process and remain civil,
that our grievances and

| demands would be met.

Yet, we have come to find
that our cries often fall
on deaf ears. We have
consistently been
belittled and
dehumanized by
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ternalistic leaders
whose interests are
| neither ours nor the
People’s. As our fellow
brothers and sisters in
Ferguson, Baltimore and
Mexico—among other
places—have come to
| discover, the formal
political process has
marginalized and
| disenfranchised us while
its judicial system has
criminalized us.

Our conclusion: we must build political power from the grassroots through alternative »
decision-making processes that are inclusive, intersectional, and cross-cultural, in our |

campuses, our dorm rooms, and in our communities.

| We believe that in order to secure our

future and that of generations to come,
we must push to divest from war and
imprisonment and reinvest in

America’s Youth. The war on drugs has §

criminalized an entire generation and
has cost thousands of lives both at

| home and abroad, while wars of

aggression around the globe has made
us less secure and has resulted in
wasteful spending at the cost of the
American People. These conditions
have resulted in the militarization of
American life, from its borders to it
schools and universities. The paranoia
and fear of terrorism and the selling

_out f our elected fﬁcialhas led

the violation of the rights of the
American People and the erosion of the |
] already undemocratic political process, |
§ which in turn has bred corruption and
| mistrust between the People and the
{ political system. The inability of our i
| elected officials to respond to the plight |
of the poor while at the same time a

) g handing out billions of dollars in
@Y {inancial bailouts speaks to the
L corruption of the state and its apathy

towards the needs of its People. We
must struggle to decriminalize our
brothers and sisters throughout this
nation; we must struggle to refund
public education. Our survival is

0 contingent on this agenda.
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oppression as mass
incarceration has sent
millions of Black and

ﬁ | | problems directly
f} oppressed us, rankled our X Brown lives to prison. It
A

consciousness and : " | has resulted in the

| became our concern, v:e d 5 ® | | criminalization of an
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| began to see complica ;‘l entire generation,
| and disturbing paradoxes [ T
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' Today, we, Students of this generation, are witnessing the dismantling and privatization

' of higher public education throughout America. Colleges and universities have
progressively received smaller budgets in response to what politicians and economists

" claim to be a weak and fragile economy. Programs, departments, classes and vital student
' services are consistently being permanently cut while there is less full-time tenured
faculty, many of whom have gone years without pay increases. All of this has occurred in
the midst of ever growing administrative positions with obscenely high wages and
countless privileges as higher public education adopts the profit motive and corporate
structure. Today in the state of California, higher public education receives most of its

' funding from tuition rather than the state itself; this situation is occurring throughout the
| nation, thus cementing the end of an affordable four-year u1}iversity education.
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drug cartels that have
corrupted and bribed
governments abroad and
locally in many levels.
This corruption was
demonstrated in the

| life is murdered every 28
| hours. This number
decreases to every 22

| hours when you add the
number of Brown lives

| that have been killed in
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| Statistically, one Black




' Mass incarceration has had a major
impact on Black and Brown lives, as
' funding for education and other social

W

| his predecessor, George W. Bush.
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goods have gone down, prison spending

has shot up dramatically. This

dramatic increase in investment in the

prison industrial complex has had a

devastating impact not only Black and
Brown lives living in America, but the
lives of undocumented immigrants.
Thousands of undocumented men,
women and children are now
undergoing the deportation process. A
process that imprisons their bodies and
denies all of them the basic human
rights that America claims to spread
throughout the globe. In the last eight
years since President Obama took
office, over 2 million people have been
deported under his administration, a
number that easily surpasses that of
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Our permanent war economy has led to
the militarization of our public schools
and universities, our border and local
police departments throughout the
nation, while at the same time has
allowed the American government to
support repressive regimes abroad. The
state repression we face in America
today is directly linked to the state
repression experienced by other people
throughout the world. We have grown
in an age of insecurity, as rampant
unemployment and violent poverty has
greatly diminished our communities
sense of worth and dignity, while state
violence and brutality at the hands of
America’s militarized police forces
continue to challenge our integrity and
our very right to exist peacefully
within this country. Injustice and
inequality have pushed our generation
to the breaking point and has thrust us
into action. We can no longer be quiet
and complacent with a social, political
and economic system that blames us
for our plight, and yet is the source of

our condition.
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We were raised in one of the wealthiest nations on the globe. Yet despite this, year after
year, we witness cuts to education and other public goods. However, notwithstanding
these cuts, there appears to be sufficient capital for ceaseless wars and the backing of
governments who consistently commit themselves to corruption and brutality against

" their own People. The priorities of this nation becomes clear when we look at the national
| budget, as over fifty percent of the People’s tax dollars are allocated to the war machine,
while less than five percent goes to educating the People’s Youth. In California alone, we
\ spend five times more in the imprisonment of our Young People rather than educating
them. Our generation has come to the conclusion that there is no financial deficit but
 rather a moral deficit, a deficit of priorities and a deficit of accountability towards the

- People and its Youth. It has become clear to us that this country needs a desperate and

J radical change of values and priorities, changes that will not come unless we, the People,

demandit.  F<chooltoPrison PirPeline
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EDUCATION AS A HUMAN RIGHT

Students for Quality Education (SQE)
believes in the fundamental human
right to an education whose highest

goal is to empower each individual
through inquiry of the universe and
the human condition, and the creation
of new solutions to the problems that .
plague our world and society. We \
believe in an education that helps us
search the riches of the past, allows us
to internalize it, and helps to guide us.
& We believe education is a powerful tool
i for people of color, the poor and other

| marginalized communities to rise from
| the injustices of poverty and
oppression. As such, we believe that

" education is not only a human right,
but necessary for survival.
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When we were young students,
growing into young adulthood, we were
l given a dream of living the college
| experience in hopes that we could one
| day live out the American Dream. For
| many young people of color and the
poor, public education was an obstacle
| course; there was zero tolerance for
any wrong move, any slip up, any
mistake. Our socioeconomic condition
| only added to the obstacles we faced in
| the classroom; hunger distracted us,
zero tolerance imprisoned us, the
| streets or the police killed us. Higher
| education for us was our ticket out of
| poverty and up the socioeconomic
| ladder. When we had finally arrived,
however, we were given a choice; pay
with the money you don’t have or go
| back home. We knew little about the
weapoNs” || implications and ramifications of the
wsnvousszd | debt we would inquire. For people of
| color and the poor, there was no choice.
In our attempts to improve our present
condition, we signed and sold away our




A Timeline of CSU Student Victories

A

1968: A 5-month strike led by
Black Student Union & Third
World Liberation Front
students at San Francisco
State results in the creation of
the first College of Ethnic
Studies in the United States.
Spring 2004: Mass student
protests prevent the
elimination of the Educational
Opportunity Program and
restores $40 million to the
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CSU.

2008: An alliance of students, %? - § %
staff, faculty, and admin hold Pmn r:g % :T:‘
rallies and protests that result Py § m
in $98 million restored to the S~ e

2012-November: Students help
pass prop.30, which prevents a
$250 million budget cut to the
CSU, and results in a refund of

- a 9% student fee increase.
2012-December: Chancellor
Reed resigns, following years of
student protests, and demands
for his resignation. Students
also defeat CSU “punishment
fees” by lobbying legislators
and trustees.
2013-Summer: Middle Class
Scholarship Act passes, cutting
tuition by 40% for families that
make less than $100,000. CSU
students win a tuition “freeze”
for the coming years, and an
additional $125 million in
funding for the CSU.
2014: Students at several
CSU’s defeat and roll back
“Student Success Fees” by
educating, organizing, and
petitioning fellow students and
campus community members.
This resulted in the Board of
Trustees adopting more
“democratic” ways to
implement campus fees
statewide; selective votes by
fractions of the polity and
considered legitimate.

CSU.
2009-2010: Historic walkouts, |
occupations, and protests
(including the March 4th-
National Day of Action) result

in an additional $365.6 million
in funding for the CSU.

Since the genesis of
formal education in
America, student
organizing has been a
powerful tool for change.
Fighting alongside
Workers and other
groups with an agenda of
social change, Students
have braved abuse, social
stigma and have survived
severe economic

| hardships to achieve

many of the rights we
now take for granted.

' Since the early twentieth
| century, the student

movement in America
has been particularly
influential and a
powerful force for
enacting social and
political change.
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THE STUDENT MOVEMENT HIST

Studgnts of the 1960s played
: rolg 1n the history of social movements |
whilst also having a major impact on B
the campuses that nurtured them
Students of all racial and class .
backgro.unds rose up against the
oppressive educational system that
saw them as inferioy and incompetent
as they demanded accessibility to and
quality education. Student organizin
exerted tremendousg bressure on the ° B
state by working in tandem with other
organized groups, leading to the Civil |
Rights Act of 1964 and the 1960 sit-j
of fou? Black students in North i
'Cali'ohn‘a. The Woolworth sit-ins _
1gnited a firestorm which led to ﬁfa'o
pro.te.st.; and other forms of politicalJ i
{{ctlY;Eles throughout the American

a critical

BT e

South. Similarly, in 1969 students
from San Francisco State and the
University of California, Berkeley,
established the Third World Liberation
Front to demand scholarly programs
that reflected the stories and struggles
of marginalized communities. Students
and their allies began a strike, with
subsequent protest and
demonstrations, to display their
solidarity and their determination to
struggle against the mainstream

| Eurocentric educational system that

sought to erase their voice and

histories from history. This struggle
and effort led to the creation of the ;
multi-cultural and critical discipline of
Ethnic Studies, thus demonstrating ¢
the power and effectiveness Students
can achieve when their organize for
social change.
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' The Student movement
in California is not an
isolated effort, however,
as threats to public
education have occurred »":‘
| throughout the world. '
| After Hugo Chavez was
' elected as Venezuela’s

president in 1998,

' students and youth

' chapters from several

' pro-Chavez parties

' contributed much to the
' preservation of

“ democratic ideals that

' were responsible for
fighting poverty, granting
' of free healthcare, and a

' rise in educational
enrollment. The struggle
for quality education
continued in 1999, as
students in Mexico City
performed a year-long
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Nacional Autonoma de
Mexico (UNAM) in
response to rising fees.
Similarly in 2012,
hundreds of thousands of
students filled streets of
Quebec, to protest a raise
in their tuition. Later, in
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;‘{ 2014, London saw over
' 10,000 students march to

 the steps of Parliament to

' protest the rising cost of

 their education and the

' rise in student debt

- throughout the country.

- And between 2011 and

' 2013, students in Chile
led massive rallies and
demonstrations that
rocked the political
stability of the nation.

strike at the Universidad #
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The Student movement is
more than just a story
found in a history book; it
remains a force of
immeasurable power and
influence. In 2004, mass
Student protests across
the state of California
prevented the
elimination of the

Program (EOP). In 2011,
Students across the
nation organized in
solidarity with the
Occupy Wall Street
movement against social
and economic inequality.
That same year, Students
at the University of
California, Davis grabbed
national attention as a
result of the malicious
and brutal assault by the
police against students
engaging in a peaceful
sit-in. Since 2002, over
forty million Americans
have accrued more than
1.2 trillion dollars’ worth
of student debt. In the

« state of California alo;lé,
By over fifty-five percent of
H all higher education

0

> students have student

J debt, with most of that |
Y debt averaging out to

$20,000 per student.
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Students for Quality Education (SQE)
1s an organization born from a

|| tradition of student advocacy and
iy [ leadership. Founded by California

|State University (CSU) students in
2007, SQE has claimed many victories
n the fight to make quality education
available and accessible to all
) Californians. Alongside faculty and
| staff, SQE secured the restoration of
$96.7 million to the CSU budget in
2008, a crucial victory during the Great
Recession. In 2012, students once
again allied with faculty and staff to
| ensure the passage of Proposition 30
£ : & which not only protected the CSU from
v : F 0” : ' $250 million budget reduction, but
BT 0WN : resulted in a refund to students of a
previously enacted increase. SQE’s
1 most recent victory, an increase in
funding along with a moratorium on
tuition increase, proves the power of
student organizing and its remaining
necessity for change. The ballooning of
administrative salaries, stagnant
faculty wages, and the increasing
financial burden from the shift of
bicine N funding expectat.io'ns onto student body
G nyoczuge;y Dol all serve to p?oh1b1t the CS.U from
hey can'e gffong GS) fe?pte in offer1ng quality and. acce.smble
qn'; E zeerecrzgses e q gioe “”'F’ & education to all Californians. SQE
éﬁ? are oL opjg jogge d""j ;;wdenas L believes that not only are these
e diso alizeq u;edebt’ conditions solvable, but that such a
] : | solution is possible through the
| organization and mobilization of
| Students.
T
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Tuition and fees have exponentially risen throughout the state of California. In fall 2002, |
the average undergraduate state university tuition was $1,428 for each campus. By 2011, |
however, tuition had risen to $5,472, where campus-based fees brought the total cost to
nearly $8,000 or more per year at several campuses. (A 283% increase in less than ten
years!) Some of the hardest hits occurred in the 2007-2008 academic year, during the
Great Recession, which prompted the inception of SQE. Over the years, SQE has
organized to dismantle the growing trend of underfunded, inaccessible and mono-cultural |
higher education. On March 4, 2010, SQE, alongside many other allies, participated ina |
National Day of Action to protest the defunding of education in the United States,
specifically for public institutions like K-12 and higher public education. Thousands of
demonstrators across California marched in the streets of their towns and cities, where
some saw thousands rally and occupy administrative offices.




